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FOREWORD 


The National Cancer Institute was created by the act of 
Congress of August 5, 1937 (Public, No. 244, 75th Cong., Ist 
sess.). Section 2 (a) of the act provides that the Institute is to 
“conduct, assist, and foster researches, investigations, experi- 
ments, and studies relating to the cause, prevention, methods of 
diagnosis, and treatment of cancer,” while section 4 (b) further 
provides that such information be made available “through 
the appropriate publications for the benefit of health agencies 
and organizations (public or private), physicians, or any other 
scientists, and for the information of the general public.”’ 

To carry out most efficiently these provisions of the act, it 
seems desirable that the National Cancer Institute have a 
journal of its own. Its reports are of interest mainly to other 
workers in the field of cancer research. None of the present 
publications of the United States Public Health Service are 
suited for the publication of this type of material. A special 
journal is clearly demanded, too, by the increasing amount of 
work in the field of cancer research, and the growing importance 
as well as the increasing interest in this great public health 
problem. 

The policy of the Journat will be, therefore, to contribute 
to the dissemination of knowledge and to encourage research 
in the subject of cancer. 


Tuomas Parran, 
Surgeon General. 


- 
1 


4 7 j 4 
| 
‘ 


